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In Oregon, 38.6 percent of the state’s nearly 2.1 
million working-age adults (25-64 years old) hold at 
least a two-year degree, according to 2010 Census 

data. Attainment rates in Oregon are essentially stable. 
The degree-attainment rate of young adults — 25-34 
years old — is 37.7 percent, lower than that of the 
adult population as a whole. 

In 2010, the percentage of Americans between the 
ages of 25 and 64 — working-age adults — who held 
a two- or four-year college degree was 38.3 percent. 
The rate is going up slowly but 
steadily. In 2009, the rate was 38.1 
percent, and in 2008 it was 37.9 
percent. For young adults, the best 
leading indicator of future higher 
education attainment, the rate is 
39.3 percent — a full percentage 
point higher than for all working-
age adults. 

In both Oregon and the U.S. 
as a whole, attainment rates must 
increase more rapidly to reach the 
Big Goal of 60 percent attainment 
by 2025. If the current rate of 
degree production continues, 
nearly 45 percent of Oregon’s 
adult population — 1 million 
people — will hold a college 
degree in 2025. To reach 60 
percent, Oregon will need to add 
more than 354,000 degrees to that total. That’s a tall 
order, but it is far from impossible. 

Help Wanted, a report by the Georgetown 
University Center on Education and the Workforce, 
explains why increasing higher education attainment 
is so important. According to the Center’s analysis of 
occupation data and workforce trends, 64 percent of 
Oregon’s jobs will require postsecondary education by 
2018. Between now and 2018, Oregon will need to fill 
591,000 vacancies resulting from job creation, worker 
retirements and other factors. Of these job vacancies, 
377,000 will require postsecondary credentials. Clearly, 

Oregon’s economic future depends on producing more 
college graduates.

Oregon can produce a lot more graduates by 
helping its residents who have gone to college but 
haven’t yet earned a credential. In 2010, more than 
579,000 Oregon adults had gone to college but did 
not have either a two- or four-year college degree. 
They represent nearly 28 percent of the state’s adult 
population. Encouraging and helping these adults to 
complete degrees would go a long way to helping 

Oregon reach the 60 percent 
goal.

To increase higher 
education attainment, states 
must work systematically to 
close achievement gaps. To help 
Oregon develop and implement 
these strategies, this document 
features a detailed breakdown 
of the attainment rate in each 
county. The data show that, 
while increasing attainment is a 
statewide need, it is a particular 
challenge in rural counties. 
Assuring that all Oregon 
communities have access to 
high-quality higher education is 
essential. 

Finally, to reach the Big 
Goal, Oregon must increase 

college success among the fast-growing groups that 
will account for a growing proportion of the state’s 
population, including working adults, low-income 
and first-generation students, and students of color. 
Meeting the educational needs of these 21st century 
students will help build Oregon’s economy and ensure a 
bright future for the state.

More detailed data on higher education attainment 
for the nation and all 50 states — as well as information 
on effective strategies to increase the number of college 
graduates — is available on Lumina Foundation’s 
website (www.luminafoundation.org). 

A stronger nation through higher education
— and Oregon’s role in that effort

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

Percentage of the state’s working-age population 
(25-64) with at least an associate degree

2008

38.6%

2009

39.8%

2010

38.6%

Tracking the trend



3.88%

10.41%
6.67%

23.04%

27.86%

8.61%

19.53%

 Less than ninth grade 80,721 3.88%

 Ninth to 12th grade, no diploma 138,795 6.67%

 High school graduate (including equivalency) 479,137 23.04%

 Some college, no degree 579,411 27.86%

 Associate degree 179,108 8.61%

 Bachelor’s degree 406,272 19.53%

 Graduate or professional degree 216,549 10.41%

 TOTAL 2,079,993 100%

 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 American Community Survey  

Levels of education for Oregon residents, ages 25-64
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Degree-attainment rates among Oregon adults (ages 25-64), by population group
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The path to 60% degree attainment in Oregon
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Annual benchmarks (targets) for a straight-line trajectory to reach 60% attainment by 2025

Expected percentages of degee holders among 25- to 64-year-olds at the current rate

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census and 2010 American Community Survey
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Baker 32.42

Benton 58.22

Clackamas 41.47

Clatsop 31.01

Columbia 29.06

Coos 27.44

Crook 24.42

Curry 24.20

Deschutes 40.94

Douglas 26.06

Gilliam 33.76

Grant 32.08

Harney 24.74

Hood River 35.19

Jackson 32.69

Jefferson 23.65

Josephine 29.03

Klamath 29.69

Lake 25.73

Lane 38.65

Lincoln 30.47

Linn 27.00

Malheur 22.00

Marion 31.10

Morrow 21.13

Multnomah 46.76

Polk 38.95

Sherman 33.12

Tillamook 26.29

Umatilla 25.46

Union 33.25

Wallowa 33.00

Wasco 32.53

Washington 49.19

Wheeler 28.81

Yamhill 31.87

Percentage of Oregon adults (ages 25-64) with at least an associate degree, by county


